PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFI
UHITED STATES MILITIRY AC/DEIY / b I
7 -

WEST POINT, VEW YORK T A (A

SRADUATTES, U155, GURSTTO

(snsvor oach quostion as complotely as 2055ible, piving cdditional information
whore nocesse1y).

RRE B/?/CE_ L MLLAM. [ k= oo /949

last lano First Lamo idddle Initinl
pamas vw wo anviss MAS. L. 0O BAICE.
(Fotherts ran's i” in £o guro to ind¥cate if bobh wre Tiving)

sorvice, civie or

ni1itary)s 0L EAST _WASHINGET oM. ST

Sirect sddrosg

WINNS BORO, SOUT 1 CAROLINA

Cit S

PLACE OF BIRTH_ W/_/_V”/V__S_'BOEQ, T VT s SCUR (I3 5
ADURESS i Avomniing O £AST. Wdé‘///ﬂq?'gﬁ(_;: 7;,/4///}’/'/550/30; s.e,
PEOTITED BY {li ER TR RICHARDS. et FIETH..

Vo name of Senutor or Hoprouciita- $¥at0 wadintrick
tivo; unit, if from Intionel Guard
or Rogular jrry).

HIGE SCHOOL ATTT --..MO.WY]T..Z/O/Y AT TRTE - o

fog30 of Schoo

//V//WVS&’&/‘OJ S.C.  TO192£ 01036

City nnd Sta

1

PREP SCIOCL SYT0ED_ S UL LIVAN. SEH00L _ St

""""""""" ¥aiio off Gclool (4 c'lue‘m—- Ay Yrops)

Wﬂ{ﬁ/ﬂg,’fﬂﬂ,ﬂ €. _TRGi 1939 10 1939

Ci \ and Stato

"DED (crrhu'{?-toai Vo B NS NINE COLLERE

Temo of « Colle

COLLEGE ATT

il o RORAEE A B0 0T
PREVIOUS NILITANY sENVIGE . C M T C L ONE Monv.TH.

’q;ulu amy, “atlonal Gunrd, :#07C, Havy, otc. Give

rank and orpanization, and length of sorvico).

ACADEIC STADTIG: 4th Cl_/3F  wrd c1.268 2ud 01,30/ 15t 1. TS0
" (apnroximata)

ACADZHIC FiIZES o

HILITRY RUDTHG &S GADET:  &rd Cluss_[CORIVAT L

2nd Class C’o;’i’f’tﬂ/fﬁz_ et L]
s CAPTAIN oo

sk

(Flecse turn to noxt pago)




i

f b

! nT?

| Nid VITAL STATISTICS QUESTICNNAIRE

|

i I

i The United Stotes Military Academy desires the following information for the personal file main- i
tained nt West Point for cach groduate. Plense answer as many questions as possible and return this i

questionnaire promptly in the inclosed envelope (no postage is required if mailed in the United States or
in any Army Post Office overseas).
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16. Connections with other colleges or universities, inclusive years and degrees
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21, Any miscellaneous information concerning yourself that should be in our files:
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(No postage is required if mailed in the United States or in any Army Post Oflice overseas)










(26]

on his way! He had a brilliant start
and the military career he had chosen
was a success. Everything that life
held for him was within his grasp and
he had come through the war un-
scathed.

At 8:30 on the 28th of July, 1945,
“0Old John Feather Merchant” breezed
easily down the runway and wafted In-
to the sky and the thickening gray
clouds and fog that swallowed her up.
It was “Nig's" last flight,

One of the many tributes to the
memory of Bill Smith, was a letter
from Lieutenant General Ira C. Eaker,
who wrote in part:

“With deepest regret 1 have learned
of the death of Lieutenant Colonel
William Franklin Smith, Jr. It has
come to my attention that Colonel
Smith who graduated from the United
States Military Academy, had an en-
viable reputation in his command.
Throughout his training at George
Field, he followed a course which later
helped him attain his ambition to be-
come an outstanding airman. A
strong, resourceful leader, possessing a
fine spirit of cooperation and friendli-
ness toward his comrades, he was a
respected and honored officer who is
greatly missed by those who knew him
well. For his Country, he gave his
utmost.”

Officers and men under Bill Smith’s
command in combat have said that
he knew most of them by their first
names and was the only commander
they knew of who could send them
out of a briefing for a mission,—with
a smile. His meteoric rise in his pro-
fession was proof of his belief in him-
self as well as his outstanding ability,
and his sudden and tragic passing
leaves a gap that will long be remem-
bered in the ranks of the Black, Gold
and Gray.

Funeral services with full Military
honors were held on August 2, 1945
at Birmingham, Alabama. As taps
sounded in the stillness of the evening
Bill was laid to rest in the spot he had
so many times said was the most beau-
tiful on earth,—Elmwood Cemetery.
Bill is survived by his wife, Mrs. Mar-
tha M. Smith of Watertown, Mass., hiz
son William F. Smith III., his parents
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Smith of
Birmingham, Alabama, and his brother
Robert B. Smith, Lt. Jg., U.S.N.R., now
stationed in Japan.

—John J. Molloy.

William Boyce Brice
NO. 13366 CLASS OF JAN. 1943

Killed in Action, December 16, 1944,
in Germany, aged 23 years.

He story is soon told! William
Boyce Brice, son of Eugene Doug-
las Brice and his wife, Laura J.
Brice; born in Winnsboro, South Car-
olina, August 14, 1919; graduated from
Mt. Zion Institute, June, 1936; spent
two years at Erskine College; entered
United States Military Academy and
graduated in January, 1943; killed in
action, Germany, December 16, 1944.
In high school he was most popular
among both teachers and pupils, re-
ceiving the medal for Best All Round
Boy in school; at West Point was a

member of Fishing Club, Boxing, and
Pistol Marksman, attained the high
rank of Cadet Captain, was on the
Board of Governors, First Class Club
and also held the honor of “Mule Rid-
er”, His friends among the Cadets—
and they were legion—called him "Wil-
lie B.”, and men give nicknames only
to those they love. After graduation,
he entered the Service of the United
States as a Second Lieutenant, choos-
ing the Infantry; tralning at Fort
Benning, Georgia, he was promoted to
First Lieutenant and stationed at Fort
Jackson, Columbia, South Carolina,
whence he was sent overseas in Octo-
ber, 1944; on December 16, 1944 in the
Battle of the Bulge, he met a soldier’'s
death in action.

Such is the all too brief story! It
tells so little—is so cold and formal.
Behind the facts, to those of us who
knew and loved him, is the true real-
ity—the fresh young life, the courage
that knew no shadow of turning, the
honor that never failed, the ability

that gave promise of so much "“Greater
love hath no man than this, that he lay

down his life for his friend”. I who
write these lines knew him “from his
youth up” [ was his Superintendent
of Schools for eleven years, from his
first grade through High School, in a
small town. I know what 1 do speak.
I never saw him do an ungenerous act
or fail in that courtesy and courage
that marks a gentleman, a gentleman
born and a gentleman bred. William
Boyce Brice came of good South Car-
olina ancestry. He fought, therefore,
as a matter of course. He was “true
to the instincts of his birth, and faith-
ful to the teachings of his father”. In
“the short, sharp, agony of the Field"”,
in a foreign land, he sealed his loyalty

with his life,
—G. F. Palton.
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John Metcalf Broderick
NO. 13907 CLASS OF JUNE 1943

Killed in Action, January 6, 1045, at
Ancona, Italy, aged 25 years.

ber 16, 1919, in the City of Man-
dan, North Dakota. He attended

Jmm M. Broperick was born Novem-
the St. Joseph's Parochial School un-

Assembly

til he entered the Mandan High School.
After graduation he took one year of
post graduate work. In the year of
1937, while attending High School, at
the age of eighteen years, he enlisted
in Battery “E”, 186th Field Artillery,
North Dakota National Guard, and at-
tended its maneuvers that year. While
at Camp, the officers of the National
Guard suggested to him that he should
try to get an appointment to West
Point Military Academy, and it was at
that time he decided to follow a mil-
itary career.

Upon his graduation from High
School he enrolled at the University
of Minnesota, which he attended for
one year. In the fall of the year he
was appointed Third Alternate to the
U.S. Naval Academy, but he had no
desire to attend the Naval Academy,
and in any event the principal candi-
date passed his examination and quali-
fied, and nothing developed from that.
While attending the University of
Minnesota he investigated the possi-
bilities of obtaining an appointment
to attend the West Point Preparatory
School at Fort Snelling and just before
his first year of school work at the
University closed, he received his ap-
pointment, He then came back to
Mandan and in the month of July,
1940, he enlisted in the regular Army
and was assigned to Company *“B”,
15th Infantry at Fort Lincoln, after
several months at Fort Lincoln he was
assigned to the West Point Prepar-
atory school at Fort Snelling where
he finished among the first eight can-
didates at the Preparatory School, In
the spring of 1941, while he was at-
tending the West Point Preparatory
School, he received an appointment as
First Alternate to West Point and, up-
on the failure of the Principal. Candi-
date to qualify, at the request of the
War Department he was honorably dis-
charged from the Regular Army for
the purpose of permitting him to ac-
cept the appointment to West Point
and he entered West Point in July,
1940.

Although he graduated from West
Point in June, 1943, as a Lieutenant in
the Coast Artillery, he was permitted
to go on and complete his training
as a flyer in the U.S. Army Air Corps.
John had a very special reason for
wanting to complete his training as a
pilot. His only brother, Captain Wil-
liam C. Broderick, (then a Lieuten-
ant in the Air Corps) who had been
First Pilot on a “Flying Fortress” had
been shot down in the African Cam-
paign, while on a mission over Tunis,
and was taken prisoner by the Ger-
mans and at the time of John's grad-
uation was a prisoner of war interned
at Stalag Luft No. 3, at Sagan Silesia.
John wanted to fly in the European
Theatre so he could do his part in win-
ning the war and at the same time
help to liberate his brother.

After training at various Army Alr
Fields in California, he completed his
flight training at Willilame Field at
Chandler, Arizona, and was commis-
sioned a First Lieutenant in the Air
Corps in January, 1944. Shortly after
receiving his commission in the Air
Corps he was stricken with what he
lermed the “Valley Fever” which fin-
ally developed into pneumonia. After
spending two months in the hospital he
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